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The thief comes only to 

steal and kill and 

destroy; I have come 

that they may have life, 

and have it to the full. 

                          Building the walls 1 – introduction 
                      - what gives us inner peace and security? 
                            - What beliefs unite all Christians? 
 
Overview: 
God is calling all Christians today to emphasise their similarities 
without straying into false doctrine. Unfortunately as well as the correct 
Biblical position of separating ourselves from the world, it's been the 
unbiblical norm to always to have some way of dividing us from other 
believers; somehow it's been important to make a distinction, instead 
of just loving our Christian neighbours, no matter what their race, 
colour or customs.  
 
 
“Very truly I tell you, I am the door for the 
sheep. All who have come before me are 
thieves and robbers, but the sheep have 
not listened to them. I am the door; 
whoever enters through me will be saved. They will come in and go 
out, and find pasture. The thief comes only to steal and kill and 
destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.” 
John 10:9,10 
 
Introduction: 
Our walls are the boundaries of what we believe, and are given to us 
by Jesus Christ and His New Testament. He is God and is part of the 
Trinity that created the world; in Him all things hold together. He is the 
head of the Church; “he is the beginning and the firstborn from among 
the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy. For God 
was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, and through him to 
reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in 
heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross.”  
Col 1:15-20. 

We all need walls to feel secure; to define our boundaries. The first 
thing the Children of God did when they repossessed a city was to 
rebuild its walls. Without walls, the enemy can enter and “Steal, kill or 
destroy”.  Jesus Christ is the door, and anyone who comes in any 
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other way is a “thief or a robber”. Jesus has come to “give life, and give 
it more abundantly”. There is no real life outside of the Kingdom of God 
- no real love, joy or peace; nothing lasting; no growing contentment. 
Any supposed joy outside the Kingdom is a lie of the Enemy who is the 
Father of Lies, is always seeking to deceive. We know this because 
Jesus Christ said so: “Narrow is the way that leads to life, and few find 
it; broad is the way to destruction and many are they who go by it.” 

So it’s essential to have clearly defined boundaries that keep the 
enemy out. In fact, the boundaries of the Kingdom of God surround a 
vast open space for us to enjoy. As we enter the Kingdom of God, we 
find a sea of friends from every possible background: poor, well-off, 
British, European, Asian, American, etc. - all one and working towards 
unity with each other.  
 
Our walls as Christians are not man-made but those that God has 
given us for our own good and protection. Some of us however have 
built walls within the walls that Jesus Christ defines, severely limiting 
the joy that we could be experiencing. These walls need to be taken 
down, brick by brick, stone by stone, until we can pass freely between 
every people group, every custom and tradition, and enjoy the 
unlimited vastness of the Kingdom that God has prepared for us.  
 
Outside the walls of the Kingdom of God are many ugly cities called by 
different names: the city of the intellectuals, which only allow those of 
their own kind in; the city of the boozers - to get a passport to belong 
you need to show yourself hard and with slack morals. The city of 
atheists, where to belong you need to believe that mankind has no 
purpose, etc.  

What Jesus Christ and His New Testament teach: 

Before Jesus ascended He said: “Go into all the world and make 
disciples ….. Teaching them to obey all things that I commend you. As 
I am with you always, even to the end of the world.” These things - 
both doctrine and practice, are found throughout His New testament 
and define what we believe. The Enemy wants to sow doubt at all 
times, but we can sincerely declare that the NT is totally integral with 
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no doctrinal contradiction and leaves no doubt as to what we should 
believe.  

Themes: 
The gospel: 
The centre of the gospel or “Good News” is found in John 3:16: For God so 
loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes 
in him shall not perish but have eternal life. This is the doorway into the 
Kingdom of Heaven. The New Testament also clearly teaches that belief in 
Jesus means that we will ask God for forgiveness, repent of all our wrong 
doing and then be baptised. This is the basic beginning of the Christian life. 

 
Creation - There is a God and He is Creator. It doesn’t matter how He 
created, though as the Enemy is the deceiver we can expect that the 
prevailing promoted notion of evolution is undoubtedly wrong. 
Processes such as metamorphosis, needing millions of switches in the 
DNA in order to transform from egg to caterpillar to chrysalis to pulp to 
butterfly, migrate and then mate. The probability of all these switches 
mutating by chance is inestimable - even 1 to the power of 100 
wouldn’t be sufficient, and adding a few billion years would only take 
away 5 or 6 zeros from this probability. 

Relationships - marriage, singleness: 
The scriptures clearly state that sexual relationships are to be only 
between a married man and woman. Rather than argue with those who 
believe otherwise, it’s best just to state this and then keep quiet. There 
is power in silence. Singleness is a state praised by Jesus and Paul as 
preferable if we are to serve without impediment, though both also say 
that there is nothing wrong with marry to avoid sexual immorality. 
 
Walls within walls: 
Inside the vast territory of the Kingdom of God with all its variety we 
have built walls that need to be taken down brick by brick. Christians 
have made many traditions that are not in the NT such as worship that 
is only formal, no dancing, shouting, clapping, no prophecy, tongues, 
no informal prayer, etc. Also there is little evangelism: no going out to 
gather people in as in Luke 14,  
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. 
 

Memory verses: 

Matt 6:14 If you forgive….. 

1 Thes 1:2 We always thank….. 

Matt 18:20 Where two of you…… 

Matt 17:20 If you have faith the……. 

Matt 9:36 The harvest is….. 
Eph 6:18 Pray in the spirit……. 

Song: How wonderful to be together….and to pray (JM Dunys) 
 
For more about prayer please see the message give on 7

th
 December 

2014 “How prayer works”) 


